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INTRODUCTION 


The  Town  of  Fairmont  is  applying  jointly  with  Robeson  County 
for  a Federal  grant  through  the  Community  Development  Act  of  1974. 

The  intent  of  this  Act  is  to  provide  local  governments  grant 
monies  for  community  development  activities.  Originally  this 
grant  was  designed  to  replace  several  categorical  grants  previously 
administered  by  the  Housing  and  Urban  Development  Administration. 
However,  the  current  orientation  of  the  grant  is  housing  rehabil- 
itation and  other  physical  activities  which  will  provide  a basic 
infrastructure  i.e.  water,  sewer,  streets,  and  recreation  in  low 
income  areas.  This  orientation  has  a social  welfare  connection 
which  limits  the  Town's  community  development  activities  to 
blighted  neighborhoods  and  the  development  of  a neighborhood  concept. 

This  research  activity  was  designed  to  help  the  Town's 
Commissioners  and  the  Town  Planner  to  identify  a neighborhood 
in  Fairmont  which  would  comply  with  the  intent  of  this  grant. 


METHODOLOGY 


In  conducting  this  project  the  following  methodological 
procedures  were  followed.  The  intent  of  the  legislation  was 
examined  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  blighted  neighborhood 
concept  was  the  major  focus  of  the  study.  The  Town  of  Fairmont 
was  examined  through  a windshield  survey  for  blighted  neighborhoods. 

Two  neighborhood  areas  were  delimited,  North  Fairmont  and  Old 
Field.  These  neighborhoods  were  examined  for  their  infrastructure 
characteristics;  the  location  and  size  of  water  and  sewer  lines, 
the  condition  and  surface  composition  of  streets,  drainage  channels 
and  street  lighting  were  among  the  infrastructural  characteristics 
examined.  Based  on  the  amount  of  substandard  housing  and  the 
poor  condition  of  the  infrastructure,  the  North  Fairmont  area 
was  selected  as  the  target  neighborhood. 

Once  this  neighborhood  was  delimited,  a questionnaire  was 
developed  to  analyze  its  housing,  social  and  economic  characteristics. 

In  the  housing  section,  plumbing,  number  of  rooms,  utilities,  rents 
and  ownership  characteristics  were  examined.  The  social  characteristics 
examined  were  age,  sex,  head  of  household,  number  of  families  residing 
in  structure,  number  of  handicapped  and  race.  In  the  economic 
section  employment,  location  of  employment,  and  income  were  asked. 

The  questionnaire  provides  a current  census  of  the  neighborhood  and 
will  be  used  in  the  Community  Development  Application. 
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PURPOSE,  GOALS  AND  OBJECTIVES 


PURPOSE  This  study  is  to  identify  a neighborhood  in  Fairmont 
which  will  serve  as  a target  area  for  compliance  with 
the  intent  of  the  Federal  Community  Development  Act  of  1974. 

GOALS  There  are  two  primary  goals  incorporated  in  this  project: 
GOAL:  The  housing  stock  in  Fairmont  should  be  upgraded 

to  a standard  quality,  thus  providing  a better 

l 

living  environment  and  quality  of  life  for  all 
citizens . 

GOAL:  The  infrastructure  and  basic  utilities  should  be 

of  a standard  quality  throughout  the  Town. 


OBJECTIVES  AND  IMPLEMENTATION  RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  following  section  states  the  objectives  to  be  sought 
in  achieving  the  goals  stated  for  the  North  Fairmont 
neighborhood.  Following  each  objective  is  an  action  step 
or  implementation  recommendation  which  should  be  followed 
in  order  to  achieve  each  objective.  The  focus  of  this 
year's  Community  Development  Plan  is  on  the  North  Fairmont 
neighborhood,  however,  in  subsequent  years  there  will  be 
other  target  neighborhoods  such  as  the  Old  Field  area. 
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HOUSING  OBJECTIVE  - - To  provide  a means  for  upgrading  substandard 
housing  in  the  North  Fairmont  area. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  Housing  units  which  could  be  easily  upgraded  to  standard  quality 
are  the  most  economically  feasible  to  be  upgraded;  therefore, 
they  should  have  a higher  priority. 

2.  The  plumbing  fixtures  located  in  the  Municipal  Building  (the 
structure  was  once  a hotel)  should  be  installed  in  housing  units 

l 

which  have  no  indoor  running  water  or  plumbing  facilities. 

3.  Special  consideration  for  priority  should  be  given  to  the 
elderly,  handicapped  or  families  living  on  fixed  low  incomes. 

, 4.  A mechanism  for  loans,  direct  grants  etc.  should  be  developed 
in  conjunction  with  the  Fairmont  Housing  Authority  and/or 
Robeson  County  Housing  Authority. 

5.  Where  possible,  homes  to  be  rehabilitated  should  be  located 
in  the  target  area  in  which  other  infrastructural  improvements 
have  been  made.  This  will  facilitate  the  total  developments 
of  the  "neighborhood  concept". 

WATER  SYSTEM  OBJECTIVE  - - To  provide  new  water  lines  in  areas  of 
North  Fairmont  which  are  currently  too  small  in  size,  inadequate 
in  volume  or  load  capacity  and  low  in  pressure  for  domestic  use 
and  fire  protection. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS : 


1.  Replace  any  line  under  six  inches  in  diameter  with  a new  six 
or  eight  inch  line. 

2.  Since  existing  lines  are  too  small,  adequate  fire  protection 
and  fire  hydrants  in  this  area  have  been  limited;  the  six  or 
eight  inch  pipe  will  correct  this  situation. 

3.  New  water  lines  should  be  in  a looped  system  to  insure  adequate 
pressure  and  volume  as  well  as  provide  a means  for  accommodating 
future  expansion  of  the  system. 

4.  As  a result  of  the  examination  of  the  existing  water  system 
infrastructure,  it  became  apparent  that  the  system  had  an 
insufficient  number  of  water  valves  which  would  control  system 
shut-offs  in  strategic  locations  upon  emergency  situations; 
this  should  be  corrected  with  this  renovation  of  the  system. 

5.  Coordinate  this  improvement  with  street  improvements. 

SEWER  SYSTEM  OBJECTIVE  - - To  install  new  sewer  lines  to  those 

areas  which  currently  have  no  public  sewer  and  to  replace  deteriorated 

clay  pipe  in  areas  which  have  sewer  lines  in  North  Fairmont. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  Install  sewer  lines  on  Archie,  Phillips,  and  Benjamin  Streets; 
these  have  no  existing  public  sewer  line. 

2.  Replace  sewer  lines  on  Cole,  Madison,  Oakwood,  Linden,  and  Jackson 
Streets;  this  activity  should  be  coordinated  with  the  street 
improvements  suggested  below. 
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DRAINAGE  OBJECTIVE  - - To  correct  drainage  problem  found  in  the 
North  Fairmont  area  by  a system  of  open  and  piped  storm  channels. 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  Clean  out  existing  open  drainage  channels. 

2.  Dig  new  channels  mechanically. 

3.  In  order  to  facilitate  maintenance  and  up-keep,  permission  to 
use  mechanical  equipment  should  be  gotten  from  property  owners. 

4.  Channels  and  ditches  on  private  property  should  be  cleaned  out 

l 

in  a coordinated  effort  with  the  main  drainage  channels. 

5.  Although  underground  tiles  are  expensive  to  install,  areas 

which  have  deep  ditches  because  of  topography  should  be  considered 
for  underground  tiles . 

STREETS  OBJECTIVE  - - To  pave  streets  which  are  currently  unpaved 
and  to  resurface  streets  which  will  be  torn -up  because  of  water, 
sewer,  and  drainage  installations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  Secure  rights-of-ways  to  widen  streets  which  are  currently 
too  small  in  pavement  widths . 

2.  Prepare  roadbeds  and  surface  streets  which  were  previously 
unpaved.  This  improvement  should  occur  after  all  water,  sewer 
and  drainage  improvements  have  been  made. 

3.  Resurface  and  extend  the  roadway  widths  on  streets  torn  up  for 
water,  sewer  and  drainage  improvements. 

4.  The  following  streets  should  be  resurfaced:  Archie,  Benjamin, 

Phillips,  Cole,  Linden,  Allison,  Jackson,  Maple  and  Bradshaw. 
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5.  A sidewalk  should  be  constructed  along  Jackson  and  Maple  Streets 
to  accommodate  children  in  grades  K through  6 walking  to  school; 
this  will  keep  them  out  of  a dangerous  and  highly  traveled 
roadway . 

6.  There  is  or  can  be  obtained  sufficient  road  right-of-way  to 
put  curb  and  gutter  along  Cole,  Jackson  and  Archie  Streets. 

This  would  also  act  to  resolve  drainage  problems  associated 
with  these  streets. 

7.  Coordinate  with  the  N.C.  Department  of  Transportation  roadway 
improvements  along  Oakwood  and  Madison  which  are  State  maintained 
roads . 

RECREATION  OBJECTIVE  - - To  provide  recreational  facilities  for 

the  citizens  in  North  Fairmont. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1.  Locate  and  purchase  a site  or  sites  (depending  on  lot  size) 
in  the  neighborhood  which  will  accommodate  a multi-purpose 
playground  and  a tot-park. 

2.  Follow  the  recommendation  for  this  neighborhood  park  as  stated 
in  the  Fairmont  Recreation  and  Open  Space  Plan. 

3.  Coordinate  the  Town's  recreation  program  with  the  Robeson 
County  Recreation  Department  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
maximization  of  both  County  and  Town's  recreation  resources 
and  to  avoid  duplication. 
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GENERAL  RECOMMENDATIONS 


1.  The  Town  should  continue  its  joint  application  procedure  with 
Robeson  County. 

2.  The  Town  should  develop  a survey  and  work  plan  for  the  target 
area  which  will  include  preliminary  engineering  analysis  on 
topography,  soils,  existing  facilities,  and  area  development 
potential;  the  recommendations  of  this  survey  should  be 
incorporated  into  a phased  work  plan  for  facility  improvements 
in  water,  sewer,  drainage,  and  street  systems  which  will 
coordinate  with  the  housing  rehabilitation  and  recreational 
improvements  under  the  neighborhood  improvement  concept. 

3.  If  at  all  possible,  the  Town  should  continue  making  every  effort 
to  utilize  locally  generated  resources,  personnel  and  equipment; 
this  should  maximize  the  impact  of  every  Federal  dollar  brought 
into  the  community. 

4.  By  utilizing  local  resources  and  by  searching  for  other  sources 
of  funds  to  be  utilized  with  Community  Development  Funds,  the 
Town  can  expedite  the  improvement  process  with  maximum  cost 
effectiveness . 

5.  In  order  to  assure  citizen  participation  in  the  Community 
Development  process,  a citizen  advisory  group  to  the  Mayor 
should  be  formed.  In  addition  all  civic  organizations  should 
be  informed  of  and  support  obtained  for  Community  Development 
activities . 
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NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD  ANALYSIS 


INTRODUCTION 

This  section  reports  the  extent  of  substandard  housing  identified 
in  this  neighborhood  through  a windshield  survey.  The  area  is  then 
further  investigated  through  a house-to-house  survey  for  housing, 
social  and  economic  characteristics.  The  results  of  these  two 
surveys  are  found  in  this  section.  Figure  1 identifies  this  neighborhood. 

HOUSING  CHARACTERISTICS 

The  condition  of  the  housing  stock  was  evaluated  through  a 
windshield  survey.  This  type  of  survey  only  analyzes  the  outside 
condition  of  the  structure.  The  plumb  of  the  structure,  the  condition 
of  the  roof,  brickwork,  foundations,  porches,  etc.  and  general 
outside  condition  were  the  basis  of  evaluation  and  classification. 

Homes  were  classified  as  standard,  slightly  deteriorating,  severely 
deteriorating,  and  dilapidated. 

The  standard  classification  indicated  a home  having  no  visible 
structural  defects  and  only  minor  appearance  defects  which  normally 
would  be  corrected  during  regular  maintenance.  Slightly  deteriorating 
indicates  the  structure  needs  more  work  than  would  be  conducted 
during  regular  maintenance.  Severely  deteriorating  is  a classification 
which  identifies  structural  defects  which  are  critical  and  widespread; 
this  condition  would  indicate  extensive  repairs,  rebuilding  or 
demolishing  the  structure.  A dilapidated  structure  is  one  which 
is  not  fit  for  human  habitation  and  should  be  torn  down  immediately. 
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North  Fairmhnt  Neighborhood^ 


The  North  Fairmont  neighborhood  windshield  survey  indicated 
that  most  of  the  216  homes  in  the  neighborhood  were  classified 
as  deteriorating.  The  following  chart  gives  the  housing  classification 
in  a summary  form,  while  Figure  2 indicates  the  locations  of  these 
dwellings : 

Standard  Condition  - 54  Dwellings  (25%) 

Slightly  Deteriorating-  79  Dwellings  (37%) 

Severely  Deteriorating-  75  Dwellings  (35%,) 

Dilapidated  - 5 Dwellings  ( 2%) 

Mobile  Homes  - 3 Dwellings  ( 1%) 

Approximately  74  percent  of  the  dwellings  (159  structures)  in 
the  delineated  neighborhood  are  classified  as  substandard  in 
condition.  The  following  text  further  analyzes  this  housing  stock; 
this  analysis  is  based  on  the  house-to-house  survey.  This  survey 
approached  all  dwelling  units  in  the  neighborhood,  however,  the 
reported  results  vary  with  each  question.  Overall  the  survey  had 
157  respondents,  some  were  not  home  or  were  unwilling  to  be  questioned. 

OWNERSHIP,  TENURE,  AND  RENTAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

Tenure  is  an  occupancy  characteristic  that  classifies  the 
housing  inventory  into  owner  occupied,  renter  occupied,  and  vacant 
units.  Most  of  the  residents  in  North  Fairmont  indicated  that 
they  had  lived  in  Fairmont  for  a period  greater  than  five  years. 

Of  the  154  persons  responding,  134  (87%,)  indicated  that  they  had 
resided  in  Fairmont  over  a period  greater  than  five  years. 

As  indicated  in  Table  1 there  was  a high  degree  of  ownership 
found  among  those  surveyed  in  the  North  Fairmont  area.  Of  the 
141  persons  responding  to  the  ownership  question,  72  percent 
(101  respondents)  indicated  that  they  owned  the  home  that  they 
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Figure  2 
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were  occupying.  Forty  indicated  that  they  rented;  this  was  a 
28  percent  rental  rate.  Ownership  characteristics  in  Robeson 
County  indicated  that  57.6  percent  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied; 
when  compared  with  the  Robeson  County  figures,  the  North  Fairmont 
neighborhood  has  an  extremely  high  percentage  of  owner  occupied 
homes  for  a blighted  neighborhood. 

Rental  payments  indicate  the  dollar  amounts  that  respondents 
were  or  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  housing.  Approximately  seventy- 

two  percent  of  all  respondents  indicated  that  their  upper  limit 

.1 

for  housing  rental  was  50  dollars.  In  the  question  concerning 
upgrading  their  current  housing  situation,  32  persons  indicated 
that  25  dollars  would  be  an  upper  limit,  an  additional  16  indicated 
a 50  dollar  rental  limit,  5 indicated  the  ability  to  pay  in  the 
50  to  75  dollar  range,  and  only  three  would  be  able  to  pay  in  the 
76  to  100  dollar  bracket. 
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TABLE  I 


TENURE  AND  OCCUPANCY  CHARACTERISTICS  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristic 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Owner  Occupied 

101 

72% 

Renter  Occupied 

40 

28 

Total 

141 

100% 

Rental  Occupany  - - 
$10  - 25 

Monthly  Rent  Payments : 

30 

38% 

$26  - 55 

30 

38 

$51  - 75 

6 

8 

$76  -100 

1 

2 

No  Reply 

11 

14 

Total 

78 

100% 

Rental  Upgrading  - - 
Under  $25 

Maximum  Rental  Payments : 
32 

57% 

$26  - 50 

16 

29 

$51  - 75 

5 

9 

$76  -100 

3 

5 

Total 

56 

100% 

Length  of  Residency: 

Less  than  3 Months 

4 

2% 

3-12  Months 

7 

5 

1 - 5 Years 

7 

5 

Greater  than  5 Years 

134 

87 

No  Reply 

2 

1 

Total 

154 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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PLUMBING  FACILITIES 


The  nature  and  extent  of  plumbing  facilities  in  the  North 
Fairmont  neighborhood  is  found  in  Table  2.  Running  water  was 
found  in  more  homes  than  expected.  Of  the  154  homes  surveyed, 

137  or  89  percent  indicated  they  had  running  water.  The  17  homes 
without  running  water  indicated  they  paid  neighbors  for  water  and 
carried  it  in  buckets. 

Town's  water  facilities  were  the  major  provider  of  water; 

95  percent  of  the  respondents  indicated  that  their  water  was 
supplied  by  the  Town,  while  3 homes  used  water  from  their  own  well 
and  5 homes  indicated  they  got  water  from  other  sources.  Hand 
pumps,  neighbors,  and  rain  barrels  were  those  other  sources. 

Although  many  respondents  had  running  water,  only  120  (78%) 
of  the  153  had  both  hot  and  cold  water.  Thirty-three  respondents 
indicated  they  had  no  hot  water. 

Kitchen  sinks  with  running  water  were  found  in  126  (84%) 
of  the  150  homes  responding.  Of  the  total  respondents,  16  percent 
indicated  they  did  not  have  a kitchen  sink  with  running  water. 

This  table  also  indicated  that  30  of  the  153  homes  (20%)  did 
not  have  a bath  or  shower  facilities. 

Sewerage  disposal  is  primarily  handled  by  Town  facilities 
in  114  of  152  homes  (75%) . Fourteen  of  the  homes  disposed  of 
waste  in  septic  tanks  and  outside  privies.  Ten  respondents  (7%) 
indicated  they  used  other  means  of  sewerage  disposal.  Researching 
the  surveys  for  other  explanations,  seven  of  the  ten  indicated 
that  they  had  no  form  of  sewerage  disposal  at  the  home.  No  respondent 
in  this  group  indicated  what  they  did  with  their  sewerage  wastes. 
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TABLE  II 


PLUMBING  FACILITIES  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristic 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Running  Water  Present  in 
Yes 

Structure : 

137 

89% 

No 

17 

11% 

Source  of  Water: 

Own  Well 

3 

2% 

Town  Service 

140 

95 

Other 

5 

3% 

Both  Hot  and  Cold  Water: 

Yes 

120 

78% 

No 

33 

22% 

Kitchen  Sink  with  Running 
Yes 

Water : 

126 

84% 

No 

24 

16% 

Bath  or  Shower  Present: 

Yes 

123 

80% 

No 

30 

20% 

Sewerage  Disposal: 

Town  Service 

114 

75% 

Septic  Tank 

14 

9 

Outside  Privy 

14 

9 

Other 

10 

7% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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ROOMS  IN  STRUCTURE 


Dwelling  units  were  evaluated  as  to  the  total  number  of  rooms 

in  the  structure  and  the  number  of  bedrooms  that  existed  and  the 

number  of  bedrooms  actually  needed.  Table  3 indicated  that  73 % 

of  the  respondents  lived  in  dwellings  with  3 to  5 rooms.  By 

comparing  the  number  of  rooms  in  the  structure  and  the  number 

of  bedrooms  in  the  structure,  most  of  the  total  space  in  the 

dwelling  units  were  devoted  to  bedrooms,  and  that  the  number  of 

bedrooms  were  inadequate.  Approximately  85%  of  the  dwellings 

had  only  two  or  three  bedrooms.  When  asked  about  the  number  of 
bedrooms  needed,  many  of  the  elderly  indicated  only  one  or  else 

an  efficiency  apartment.  Those  younger  respondents  with  children 

indicated  that  many  needed  3 or  more  bedrooms. 

As  a whole,  many  of  the  substandard  homes  in  this  area  have 
insufficient  living  space  and  except  for  the  elderly,  this  living 
space  contributes  to  an  overcrowed  condition. 
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TABLE  III 


ROOMS  IN  STRUCTURE  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Characteristic  Number  of  Respondents  Percent 


Number  of  Rooms: 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Total 


5 

3% 

5 

3 

25 

16 

40 

26 

48 

31 

20 

13 

10 

7 

1 

1 

154 

100% 

Number  of  Bedrooms : 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Total 


5 

75 

60 

15 

1 

I 

157 


37o 

47 

38 

10 

1 

1 

100% 


Number  of  Bedrooms  Needed: 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Efficiency  Apartment 
Total 


18 

12.6% 

34 

23.8 

52 

36.3 

18 

12.6 

3 

2.1 

2 

1.4 

16 

11.2 

143 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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CENTRAL  HEATING  SYSTEMS 


Central  heating  was  found  in  48  of  the  153  homes  surveyed. 

A total  of  105  homes  (69%)  did  not  have  central  heat.  Of  those 
without  central  heat,  the  majority  had  gas  or  oil  space  heaters 
in  one  or  more  rooms,  however,  some  of  the  homes  were  still  being 
heated  by  wood  stoves  and  fireplaces. 


TABLE  IV 


CENTRAL  HEATING  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Yes 

48 

31% 

No 

105 

69 

Total 

153 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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BASIC  APPLIANCES 


A large  majority  of  the  persons  surveyed  in  the  North  Fairmont 
area  possess  basic  appliances  such  as  stoves  and  refrigerators. 

Of  a total  of  154  respondents,  149  (97  percent)  owned  a gas  or 
electric  stove  in  working  condition.  The  other  3 percent  only 
represented  5 homes  which  were  still  using  wood  stoves;  these 
homes  were  mainly  occupied  by  elderly  citizens. 

Electric  refrigerators  were  also  owned  by  96  percent  of  the 
157  respondents;  a total  of  150  homes  had  refrigerators.  Only 
7 homes  were  without  refrigerators. 

Telephones  were  not  as  necessary  as  stoves  and  refrigerators. 
Of  155  respondents,  73  percent  or  113  homes  had  telephones  while 
42  homes  were  without. 


TABLE  V 


BASIC  APPLIANCES  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Gas  or  Electric  Stove: 

Yes 

149 

97% 

No 

5 

3 

Total 

154 

100% 

Refrigerator : 

Yes 

150 

96% 

No 

7 

4 

Total 

157 

100% 

Telephone: 

Yes 

113 

73% 

No 

42 

27 

Total 

155 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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LAUNDRY  FACILITIES 


This  survey  indicated  that  almost  half  of  the  North  Fairmont 
residents  used  a coin  laundry.  Out  of  155  Homes,  74  or  48%  used 
a coin  laundry.  This  high  use  was  especially  significant  since 
the  nearest  coin  laundry  was  located  more  than  a half  mile  away. 
Surprisingly,  39%  or  61  respondents  had  their  own  washing  machine; 
these  figures  could  be  somewhat  deceiving  in  that  many  of  these 
units  were  the  old  wringer  type  machines.  Eleven  respondents  used 
commercial  laundry,  while  eight  indicated  they  used  other  methods 
for  washing  their  clothes;  numerous  washboards  were  spotted  while 
conducting  the  survey.  Only  one  family  indicated  that  they  used 
a neighbor's  machine  for  their  laundry. 


TABLE  VI 


LAUNDRY  FACILITIES  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristic 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Own  Machine 

61 

39% 

Coin  Laundry 

74 

48 

Commercial  Laundry 

11 

7 

Neighbor's  Machine 

1 

1 

Other 

8 

5 

Total 

155 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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OTHER  CHARACTERISTICS 


Three  questions  were  asked  of  respondents  concerning  attitudes 
and  perception.  Since  many  of  the  residents  have  gardens,  a question 
was  asked  about  vegetable  and  flower  gardens.  The  other  perception 
question  delt  with  moving  either  into  a private  apartment  or  public 
housing . 

Respondents  were  asked  about  gardens  to  determine  several 
factors.  First  if  this  was  a need  or  requirement  of  a family  and 
second,  if  this  should  be  a component  of  the  Town's  Public  Housing 

l 

Site  Plans.  Of  those  responding  to  the  question  on  vegetable 
gardens,  106  persons  indicated  that  they  had  or  would  like  to  have 
one.  Fifty-one  respondents  indicated  they  didn't  want  one.  Flower 
gardens  which  are  more  aesthetic  in  character  and  less  utilitarian 
had  a different  outcome.  Approximately  50%  indicated  they  wanted 
one  and  only  11%,  actually  had  a flower  garden. 


TABLE  VII 


GARDENS  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Vegetable  Gardens: 
Have  One 

51 

32.5% 

Want  One 

55 

35.0 

Don' t Want 

One 

51 

32.5 

Total 

157 

100% 

Flower  Gardens : 

Have  One 

14 

11% 

Want  One 

48 

39 

Don ' t Want 

One 

61 

50 

Total 

123 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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Another  factor  to  be  considered  to  this  question  and  subsequent 
responses  is  the  lot  size  of  dwellings  located  in  the  North  Fairmont 
area.  The  area  has  extremely  small  lots  and  room  for  garden  plots 
is  virtually  non-existant  for  many  residents. 

The  second  major  question  which  dealt  with  perceptions  was 
willingness  to  move  into  an  apartment  or  public  housing.  The  responses 
given  indicate  several  factors.  First,  the  high  degree  of  ownership 
mentioned  earlier  would  discourage  moving  into  a rental  or  public 
housing  structure  even  though  the  respondents'  homes  were  substandard 
and  secondly,  based  on  the  ability  and  willingness  to  make  rental 
payments,  the  rents  even  with  rental  subsidies  could  be  prohibitive 
for  many  residents.  Approximately  22%  of  those  surveyed  would  move 
into  either  private  apartments  or  public  housing. 


TABLE  VIII 

ATTITUDE  TOWARD  MOVING  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristic 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Moving  into  Private  Apartment: 

Yes 

33 

22% 

No 

114 

78 

Total 

147 

100% 

Moving  into  Public  Housing: 

Yes 

30 

22% 

No 

106 

78 

Total 

136 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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SOCIAL  CHARACTERISTICS 


This  section  identifies  some  of  the  social  characteristics  of 
the  North  Fairmont  residents.  Specific  elements  found  in  this 
section  are  race,  age,  sex,  head  of  household,  number  of  families 
in  household,  number  of  handicapped  and  availability  of  services. 
The  number  of  responses  for  each  question  varies  with  the  personal 
nature  of  the  question  and  some  respondents  would  not  answer  some 
of  these  questions. 

RACIAL  STRUCTURE 

Of  the  157  respondents  in  the  survey,  142  ( 9 0%)  were  Black 
and  15  were  White.  There  were  no  Indian  families  identified  as 
living  in  this  neighborhood. 


TABLE  IX 


RACIAL  COMPOSITION  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Race 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Black 

142 

90% 

White 

15 

10 

Total 

157 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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AGE  AND  SEX 


The  age  and  sex  characteristics  of  the  North  Fairmont 
neighborhood  are  found  in  Table  10.  The  population  identified  as 
living  in  the  157  structures  which  responded  to  the  questionnaire 
consisted  of  541  persons.  This  would  give  an  average  household 
size  of  3.45  persons  per  household.  This  figure  applied  to  the 
59  units  identified,  but  who  were  not  included  in  this  survey 
would  give  an  estimated  total  population  of  745  persons. 

Some  of  the  trends  identified  in  Table  10  are: 

--  146  persons  or  37%  of  those  recorded  in  the  age  groups 
(386  persons)  were  under  20  years  of  age; 

--  21%  (82  persons)  of  the  total  recorded  in  age  groups  were  over 
61  years; 

--  54%  of  the  respondents  classified  by  sex  were  females; 

--  Elderly  females,  those  over  sixty,  made  up  58%  of  all  elderly 
persons . 

--  In  the  20  and  under  age  groups,  males  and  females  were  nearly 
equal  with  71  males  and  72  females,  however,  females  became 
more  dominant  in  the  other  age  categories. 
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HOUSEHOLD  CHARACTERISTICS 


Household  characteristics  for  North  Fairmont  neighborhood  are 
found  in  Table  11.  The  survey  found  that  136  or  867o  of  the  157 
homes  had  one  family  dwelling  in  them.  Two  families  were  found 
dwelling  in  17  homes  (11%) . Three  homes  were  occupied  by  three 
families  for  2%  and  one  home  had  four  families.  These  figures  did 
not  include  the  extent  of  the  elderly  brothers  and  sisters  living 
together . 

Twenty-six  respondents  indicated  there  was  one  handicapped 
person  in  the  household;  this  was  16%  of  the  total  evaluated. 

Three  households  indicated  there  were  three  handicapped  persons  in 
the  home.  The  remaining  130  homes  (83%)  indicated  there  were  no 
handicapped  persons  in  the  household. 

When  head  of  households  were  evaluated,  56%  of  the  families 
(158  total)  indicated  a male  head.  Thus  44%  of  all  families 
responding  had  female  heads.  This  was  an  unusually  high  percentage 
for  female  heads  of  household.  Further,  these  results  have  severe 
implications  as  to  earning  power  and  the  economic  responsibility 
for  the  family,  especially  in  these  hard  economic  times  and  high 
rates  of  unemployment . 

Seventy-eight  percent  of  the  respondents  indicated  the  head 
of  household  was  over  40  years  of  age  and  60%  were  over  50  years. 
The  marital  status  of  the  heads  of  household  were  also  found  in 
Table  11.  Fifty-seven  percent  indicated  that  they  were  married, 
seven  percent  were  separated,  twenty-seven  percent  were  widowed, 
and  nine  percent  unmarried. 
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TABLE  XI 


HOUSEHOLD  CHARACTERISTICS  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics  Number  of  Respondents  Percent 


Number  of  Families  in  Household: 

1 136 

2 17 

3 3 

4 1 

Total  157 

Number  of  Handicapped  in  Household: 

1 26 

3 3 

None  130 

Total  159 


86% 

11 

2 

1 

100% 


16% 

1 

83 

100% 


Head  of  Household: 


Sex: 

Male 

Female 

Total 


89 

56% 

69 

44 

158 

100% 

Age: 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-64 

65+ 

Total 


22 

15% 

10 

7 

25 

18 

38 

26 

50 

34 

145 

100% 

Marital  Status: 

Married 

75 

Separated 

9 

Widowed 

36 

Unmarried 

11 

Total 

131 

57% 

7 

27 

9 

100% 


Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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SERVICES  AVAILABLE  TO  RESPONDENTS 


Respondents  were  asked  to  evaluate  some  of  the  health  and  social 
services  offered  by  public  agencies  such  as  Robeson  County.  It 
was  felt  that  the  substandard  nature  of  the  housing  would  indicate 
a need  for  public  health  and  social  services  for  some  of  the 
residents.  Table  12  indicates  the  answers  to  these  questions. 
Approximately  70%  felt  that  there  were  adequate  medical  services  in 
Fairmont  through  private  physicians.  When  asked  to  evaluate  the 
County's  Public  Health  Services,  25%  felt  they  were  inadequate, 

28%  felt  they  did  not  know.  This  amounted  to  53%  in  a negative 
response,  however,  it  is  not  determinable  whether  the  didn't  know 
response  meant  non-usage  or  couldn't  make  an  evaluation.  In  County's 
Social  Services  availability,  55%  had  a no  or  don't  know  response. 


TABLE  XII 


AVAILABILITY  OF  SERVICES  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics 

Number 

of  Respondents 

Percent 

Fairmont  Medical  Services: 

Yes 

108 

70% 

No 

28 

18 

Don ' t Know 

18 

12 

Total 

154 

100% 

County  Health  Department: 

Yes 

73 

47% 

No 

39 

25 

Don ' t Know 

43 

28 

Total 

155 

100% 

County  Social  Services  Department: 
Yes 

69 

45% 

No 

43 

28 

Don ' t Know 

42 

27 

Total 

154 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 


Employment  and  income  characteristics  for  North  Fairmont  are 
found  in  this  section.  The  responses  to  income  are  quite  small, 
since  many  respondents  felt  this  was  too  probing  a question. 

EMPLOYMENT 

The  number  and  percent  of  persons  employed  by  household  are 
found  in  Table  13.  Thirty-one  percent  of  the  households  had  one 
person  employed  full  time;  47  percent  had  two  or  more  persons 
employed  at  full-time  jobs.  Somewhat  disturbing  was  the  fact  that 
35  households  (22%)  had  no  one  employed  on  a full-time  basis. 
Forty-four  percent  of  the  respondents  indicated  that  one  or  more 
persons  in  their  household  had  a part-time  job.  Households  were 
then  evaluated  for  having  various  part  and  full-time  job  combinations; 
only  10  respondents  indicated  that  they  worked  more  than  one  job 
in  some  combination. 

Persons  were  asked  about  the  unemployment  status  of  those 
residing  in  their  family.  Sixty-four  percent  or  78  families  indicated 
that  they  had  no  unemployment,  while  thirty- six  percent  indicated 
that  one  or  more  persons  in  the  household  were  unemployed. 


Page  29 


. 


' 


■ 


TABLE  XIII 


EMPLOYMENT  CHARACTERISTICS  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Characteristics  Number  of  Respondents  Percent 


Household  With  Full-time  Workers: 


1 Person  48 

2 Persons  56 

3 Persons  18 

None  Full-time  Person  35 

Total  157 


31% 

36 

11 

22 

100% 


Households  with  Part-time  Workers: 


1 Person  33 

2 Persons  2 

No  Part-time  45 

Total  78 


41% 

3 

56 

100% 


Household  with  2 or  more  Job  Holders: 


2 Full-time  Jobs  4 

2 Part-time  Jobs  1 

1 Full  and  1 Part-time  5 

Total  10 


40% 

10 

50 

100% 


Unemployed  Persons  Over  18  Years: 
None  Unemployed 

1 Unemployed 

2 Unemployed 

3 .Unemployed 

4 Unemployed 

5 Unemployed 

Total 


78 

64% 

23 

19 

16 

13 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

121 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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CURRENT  INCOME  STATISTICS 


Current  household  income  data  were  the  questions  which  had  the 
least  response.  Fifty-three  respondents  indicated  their  family 
income  levels.  Of  these  respondents,  47%  (25  families)  had  family 
incomes  less  than  3,000  dollars,  and  70%  (37  families)  earned  less 
than  6,000  dollars.  Although  these  figures  can  not  be  equated  to 
the  total  population,  they  do  however  indicate  the  extent  of  poverty 
that  is  found  in  this  neighborhood.  Ten  of  the  fifty- three  families 
indicated  that  they  earned  greater  than  $10,000. 

Sources  of  income  other  than  employment  are  also  found  in  Table  14. 
This  table  indicates  that  Social  Security  is  the  largest  income 
source.  Veteran  pensions  and  aid  to  dependent  children  are  the 
other  two  highest  sources. 


TABLE  XIV 


INCOME  CHARACTERISTICS  - - NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Income  Level 

Number  of  Respondents 

Percent 

Less  than  $2,000 

18 

34% 

2,001  - 3,000 

7 

13 

3,001  - 6,000 

12 

23 

6,001  - 8,000 

5 

9 

8,001  -10,000 

1 

2 

10,001  -15,000 

4 

8 

15,001  Plus 

6 

11 

Total 

53 

100% 

Don't  Know/Won't  Answer 

85 

Other  Income  Sources : 

Old  Age  Assistance 

6 

6% 

Veterans  Pension 

15 

14 

Social  Security 

65 

60 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

9 

8 

Private  Retirement 

7 

5 

Alimony 

1 

1 

Other 

6 

6 

Total 

109 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Fairmont  Survey  - - October  - November  1975 
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SUMMARY  OF  FINDINGS 


1.  There  were  159  dwelling  units  in  the  North  Fairmont  neighborhood 
which  are  substandard  in  quality  (74Yo  of  the  total  housing  stock)  . 

2.  There  was  a high  percentage  of  ownership  (72%)  in  this  blighted 
neighborhood;  this  was  not  the  expected  pattern  in  a blighted  area. 

3.  Most  of  the  respondents  have  resided  in  Fairmont  over  five  years. 

4.  Rental  payments  were  extremely  low  and  indicated  the  ability  to 
pay  for  housing  by  residents. 

5.  Plumbing  facilities  were  lacking  in  some  form;  in  that  17  homes 
have  no  running  water  and  sewerage  disposal  was  completely  absent 
in  10  homes  and  an  additional  14  structures  had  outside  privies. 

6.  The  dwelling  units  lacked  sufficient  space,  and  many  were  in  need 
of  additional  bedrooms. 

7.  Central  heating  systems  could  only  be  found  in  48  homes.  The 
remaining  105  units  were  heated  by  space  heaters,  wood  stoves, 
or  fireplaces. 

8.  Laundry  facilities  were  present  in  only  39%  of  the  homes,  the 
remaining  homes  had  to  utilize  other  means  for  cleaning  clothes. 

9.  Over  90%  of  the  neighborhood  is  occupied  by  Blacks. 

10.  The  average  household  size  is  3.45  persons  and  the  total  estimated 
population  of  the  neighborhood  was  745  persons. 

11.  There  is  a high  dependency  index  factor  in  that  37%  of  the  residents 
were  under  20  years  old  and  21%  were  over  61  years. 

12.  The  majority  of  the  dwelling  units  occupied  only  one  family, 
however,  21  structures  had  two  or  more  families  residing  in  the  unit. 
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13.  There  is  an  extremely  high  number  of  female  head-of-household; 
they  made  up  44%  of  all  household  heads  and  this  has  a great 
bearing  on  family  economics. 

14.  Twenty- two  percent  (35  households)  had  no  family  member  currently 
employed . 

15.  Thirty-six  percent  of  the  families  indicated  that  they  had  one 
or  more  persons  unemployed  in  the  family. 

16.  Seventy  percent  of  the  families  responding  to  income  questions 
indicated  that  they  earned  incomes  less  than  6,000  dollars; 

477o  earned  less  than  3,000  dollars. 
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UTILITY  INFRASTRUCTURE 


This  section  examines  the  elements  which  comprise  the  basic 
utility  infrastructure  in  the  North  Fairmont  Neighborhood.  The 
elements  which  make  up  the  utility  infrastructure  are  water,  sewer, 
drainage  and  street  systems.  This  section  evaluates  the  existing 
elements  as  to  their  presence,  condition  and  the  necessary  require- 
ments to  bring  them  up  to  a standard  condition.  Maps  of  the 
existing  infrastructure  and  maps  identifying  proposed  improvements 
are  also  included.  There  is  no  priority  inferred  by  the  order 
in  which  they  are  presented. 

WATER  SYSTEM 

The  objective  of  the  water  improvements  is  to  provide  new 
water  lines,  in  areas  of  North  Fairmont,  which  are  too  small  in 
size,  inadequate  in  volume  or  load  capacity  and  too  low  in  pressure 
for  domestic  use  and  fire  protection.  The  existing  water  system 
in  North  Fairmont  is  found  in  Figure  3. 

For  municipal  purposes  in  order  to  supply  adequate  water 
pressure  and  volume  to  meet  domestic  loads  and  fire  protection 
requirements,  the  minimum  size  of  any  municipal  water  line  should 
be  6 inches.  As  identified  in  Figure  3,  there  are  several  water 
lines  below  the  6 inch  standard  size.  Lines  2 inches  or  less 
are  found  along  Wilton,  Phillips,  Archie,  Benjamin,  McKoy,  Maple 
and  Oakwood  Streets. 
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The  recommended  improvements  for  Community  Development  funds 
for  FY  1975-1976  are  to  eliminate  the  inadequate  two  inch  lines 
and  place  fire  hydrants  and  gate  valves  along  Phillips,  Archie 
and  Benjamin  Streets.  Figure  4 illustrates  the  proposed  location 
and  placement  of  8 and  6 inch  lines,  fire  hydrants  and  valves. 

The  proposed  activities  for  FY  1976-1977  consists  of  placing 
6 inch  water  lines  along  Allison  and  Maple  Streets  and  an  8 inch 
line  along  Oakwood.  With  these  improvements,  all  major  water  lines 
will  be  upgraded  to  a minimum  standard  of  6 inches;  these 
improvements  will  completely  renovate  the  water  system  in  North 
Fairmont.  These  improvements  are  found  in  Figure  5. 

SEWER  SYSTEM 

The  objective  of  sewer  improvements  is  to  install  new  sewer 
lines  to  those  areas  which  currently  have  no  public  sewer  and  to 
replace  deteriorated  clay  pipe  in  areas  which  have  sewer  lines 
in  North  Fairmont. 

The  entire  sewer  system  in  the  North  Fairmont  Neighborhood 
has  deteriorated  to  a substandard  condition.  The  existing  system 
has  a large  amount  of  inflow  and  infiltration  due  to  broken  terra 
cotta  pipe  and  broken  cement  joints.  Further,  many  of  these 
lines  have  large  amounts  of  sand  and  broken  pieces  which  impede 
waste  flow.  The  existing  system  is  identified  in  Figure  6. 
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Figure  5 

NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 

PROPOSED  WATER  IMPROVEMENTS 
( FY  1976-1977  ) 


LEGEND 


6"  Water  Pipe 
8”  Water  Pipe  mwmmr** 
Hydrant  ? 

Valve  A 


Scale 

1"  - 400' 


Page  38 


Figure  6 


Manhole 


Scale 
1"  - 400' 


Page  39 


There  is  a section  of  North  Fairmont  which  currently  has  no 
municipal  sewer  services;  this  section  is  contiguous  to  the  Town 
boundaries  but  not  a part  of  the  Town.  More  specifically  Archie, 
Benjamin  and  Phillips  Streets  west  of  the  railroad  tracks  identifies 
this  area.  The  area  is  too  low  for  gravity  flow  into  the  municipal 
system  and  the  high  cost  of  a lift  station  has  hindered  the  Town 
in  extending  sewer  to  this  out-of-town  portion  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  plans  for  FY  1975-1976  CD  funds  call  for  running  a sewer 
line  to  serve  this  area  via  a gravity  feed  system.  Figure  7 
illustrates  this  extension.  With  this  improvement,  the  Town 
will  be  able  to  provide  sewer  service  to  the  out-of-town  portion 
of  the  North  Fairmont  Neighborhood. 

The  improvements  planned  for  FY  1976-1977  call  for  renovating 
the  existing  sewer  system  in  the  remainder  of  the  neighborhood. 
Figure  8 indicates  these  improvements.  Phillips,  Benjamin,  Cole, 
Madison,  Linden,  Jackson  and  Allison  Streets  are  scheduled  for 
replacement  of  existing  lines. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM 

The  objective  of  drainage  improvements  for  North  Fairmont 
is  to  provide  a system  of  drainage  channels  to  remove  storm  runoff 
and  standing  surface  water. 

Topographic  relief  in  North  Fairmont  is  nearly  absent;  this 
flat  lying  area  has  a severe  drainage  problem  and  during  moderate 
to  heavy  rains  many  yards  flood  which  cause  property  damage  to 
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Figure  8 

NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 


Page  42 


dwelling  units  and  other  structures  as  well  as  vegetation  damage. 
Standing  water,  particularly  that  which  ponds  under  dwelling  units 
remains  several  days,  resulting  in  foundation  and  structural  damage 
and  encouraging  insect  infestation  and  mosquito  breeding  which 
presents  a health  hazard  to  the  neighborhood.  Further,  children 
are  forced  to  wade  through  large  puddles  to  get  to  school.  The 
drainage  problem  is  particularly  acute  in  this  area  since  the 
soils  are  generally  impervious  due  to  the  high  clay  content  and 
the  flat  topography  of  the  community;  compounds  the  problem. 
Further,  the  Town  is  built  on  the  margin  of  a swamp  and  all  area 
drainage  runs  through  the  Town;  this  is  especially  evident  in 
this  neighborhood.  Figure  9 indicates  the  location  and  type 
of  existing  drainage  found  in  the  neighborhood.  The  existing 
system  is  grossly  inadequate  and  there  is  a great  need  to  install 
a tiled  drainage  system  with  numerous  catch  basins  to  channel 
this  surface  runoff. 

One  of  the  most  needed  infrastructure  improvements  in  North 
Fairmont  is  drainage.  The  drainage  improvements  are  proposed 
on  all  streets  in  the  North  Fairmont  Neighborhood  except  those 
owned  and  maintained  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  (Madison 
and  Oakwood  Streets).  The  improvements  considered  for  this  project 
consists  of  placing  18  and  24  inch  pipe  along  most  town  streets, 
and  the  installation  of  numerous  catch  basins.  (See  Figure  10) 

Open  channels  and  ditches  on  private  property  should  be  cleaned 
during  this  improvement's  construction  stage.  The  Town  will 
assist  property  owners  in  accomplishing  this  task  at  no  cost 
to  property  owners. 
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Figure  9 
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Figure  10 
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STREET  SYSTEM 


The  objective  of  the  street  improvement  program  is  to  hard 
surface  all  unpaved  roads  in  the  neighborhood  and  to  widen  and 
resurface  all  substandard  roads  after  water,  sewer  and  drainage 
installations  occur. 

In  the  North  Fairmont  area  all  streets  have  substandard  widths 
with  most  streets  being  only  sixteen  and  seventeen  feet  wide. 

A few  of  the  streets  in  this  neighborhood  are  unsurfaced;  these 
streets  should  be  upgraded  to  a surfaced  status.  Since  sidewalks 

l 

are  not  found  in  this  area,  pedestrians,  especially  school  children 
are  forced  to  walk  in  these  narrow  streets.  This  school  children 
hazard  is  especially  dangerous  since  they  are  in  the  streets  during 
peak  traffic  times.  Further,  since  there  are  no  recreation  facilities 
in  the  area,  children  are  often  found  playing  in  these  narrow  streets. 
Figure  11  indicates  existing  street  conditions.  Street  repairs 
associated  with  sewer  and  drainage  improvements  should  be  coordinated 
and  all  town  streets  should  be  widened  to  20  feet. 

Street  activities  include  the  initial  surfacing  of  parts  of 
Benjamin,  Phillips  and  Allison  Streets.  The  following  streets 
are  to  be  widened  to  20  feet  and  to  be  resurfaced  after  sewer, 
water,  and  drainage  improvement  have  been  completed:  Phillips, 

Benjamin,  Archie,  Cole,  Linden,  Jackson,  Maple  and  Bradshaw  Streets. 
(See  Figure  12)  As  indicated  previously,  these  streets  are  narrow 
and  in  need  of  repair.  This  activity  should  be  coordinated  with 
other  neighborhood  infrastructure  improvements.  The  poor  drainage 
in  the  area  continuously  undermines  the  edges  of  the  pavement  and 
drainage  improvements  is  a fundamental  element  in  keeping  these 

streets  in  a standard  condition. 
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NORTH  FAIRMONT  NEIGHBORHOOD 
EXISTING  ROAD  SYSTEM 
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Figure  12 
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recreation 


Another  major  neighborhood  component  that  is  missing  from 

the  North  Fairmont  Neighborhood  is  recreational  facilities. 

Recreational  facilities  and  programs  are  fundamental  to  the  health 

and  well-being  of  the  area  and  should  satisfy  recreational  needs 

ox  all  age  citizens.  Therefore,  the  objective  for  recreation  is 

to  provide  year-round  neighborhood  recreation  facilities  for  all 

area  residents  which  will  meet  the  needs  of  all  age  groups. 

Currently  there  are  no  recreation  facilities  in  this  neighborhood. 

The  North  Fairmont  neighborhood  analysis  found  that  37  percent  of  all 

residents  were  under  20  years  of  age  and  these  young  people  have  no 

facilities  available  to  them  for  recreation  purposes.  Also,  21 

percent  of  the  residents  were  over  61  years  and  there  are  no 

facilities  for  senior  citizen  recreation  anywhere  in  the  Fairmont 
community . 

Several  vacant  lots  have  been  identified  for  the  placement 

of  a neighborhood  multi-purpose  play  court,  a tot-lot,  play 

equipment  and  benches.  This  facility  should  be  available  to  all 

residents,  and  the  lighted  multi-purpose  court  would  permit  evening 
use . 
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Appendix  I 

HOUSING  ASSISTANCE  PLAN  QUESTIONNAIRE 


Street  Address 


Date 


Interviewer 


A.  Housing  Characteristics 


1.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Fairmont? 
( ) Less  than  3 months 

( ) 3 to  12  months 

( ) 1 to  5 years 

( ) More  than  5 years 

( ) Don ' t know 


2.  Do  you  have  piped  running  water  in  your  house? 
( ) Yes  ( ) No 


3.  You  get  your  water  from: 

( ) Your  own  well 

( ) Town  Facilities 

( ) Other  specify  

4.  What  kind  of  sewerage  disposal  do  you  have? 

( ) Public  sewer 

( ) Septic  Tank  or  Cesspool 

( ) Outside  privy 

( ) Other 

5.  Do  you  have  a bath  or  shower  inside  your  house? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

6.  Is  your  water  hot  and  cold? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 


7.  Do  you  have  a sink  with  piped  running  water  in  your  kitchen? 
( ) Yes  ( ) No 


How  many 

rooms  do 

you 

have  in  this 

house? 

( 

) 1 

( 

) 

6 

( 

) 2 

( 

) 

7 

( 

) 3 

( 

) 

8 

( 

) 4 

( 

) 

9 or  more 

( 

) 5 

How  many 

of  these 

rooms 

are  bedrooms? 

( 

) 1 

( 

) 

4 

( 

) 2 

( 

) 

5 

( 

) 3 

( 

) 

6 

How  many 

bedrooms 

do 

you  need? 

( 

) 1 

( 

) 

6 

( 

) 2 

( 

) 

7 

( 

) 3 

( 

) 

8 

( 

) 4 

( 

) 

efficiency 

apartment 

( 

) 5 

i ft 


11.  What  is  the  condition  of  this  house? 

( ) Standard 

( ) Deteriated 

( ) Dilapidated 

12.  Do  you  have  a gas  or  electric  stove  that  is  operating? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

13.  Do  you  have  an  electric  refrigerator  that  is  operating? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  6 

14.  Do  you  have  central  heat? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

15.  Where  do  you  wash  your  clothes? 

( ) Own  machine  ( ) Commercial  laundry 

( ) Neighbors'  machine  ( ) Other  specify 

( ) Coin  operated  laundry  facility  ' 

16.  Do  you  have  a telephone? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

17.  Would  you  want  a vegetable  garden? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  ( ) Have  one 

18.  Would  you  want  a flower  garden? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  ( ) Have  one 

19.  Do  you  own  or  rent  this  house? 

( ) Own  ( ) Rent 

20.  How  much  do  you  pay  monthly  to  live  here? (Not  including  utilities) 

( ) $ 0 - 25  ( ) $101  - 200 

( ) 26  - 50  ( ) 201  and  above 

()  51-75  ()  Don't  know/won't  answer 

( ) 76  -100 

21.  Would  you  be  willing  to  move  into  a private  apartment  if  one 
was  available? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

22.  Would  you  be  willing  to  move  into  public  housing  if  an  apartment 
was  available? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No 

23.  What  is  the  maximum  amount  you  would  be  able  to  pay  per  month 
for  housing  if  that  cost  included  inside  piped  running  water 
but  not  electricity? 

( ) Under  $25  ( ) $ 76  - 100 

( ) $26  - 50  ( ) 101  - 200 

( ) 51-75  ()  201  and  above 


24.  This  house  is: 
( ) Occupied 


( 


) Vacant 


■ 


■ 


B.  Social  Characteristics 


25.  Age  Number  of  Males  Number  of  Females  Total 

0-5 

6-10 
11  - 15 

16  - 20 

21  - 25 

26  - 50 

51  - 55 

56  - 60 

61  - 65 

65  + 

26.  Head  of  the  household: 

Sex  ( ) Male  ( ) Female 

Age 

Mar ital  Status 

27.  How  many  families  reside  in  this  dwelling? 

( ) 1 ( ) 3 

( ) 2 ( ) 4 

28.  Are  there  any  handicapped  people  in  your  household? 

( ) Yes  1 ( ) Yes  more  than  3 

( ) Yes  2 ( ) None 

( ) Yes  3 

29.  The  respondent's  race  is: 

( ) White  ( ) Indian 

( ) Black  ( ) Other 

30.  Do  you  feel  that  medical  services  are  adequately  available  to  you? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  ( ) Don't  know 

31.  Do  you  feel  that  the  services  of  the  County's  Health  Department 

are  adequately  available  to  you? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  ( ) Don't  know 

32.  Do  you  feel  that  the  services  of  the  County's  Department  of 

Social  Services  are  adequately  available  to  you? 

( ) Yes  ( ) No  ( ) Don't  know 

C . Economic  Characteristics 

33.  How  many  people  in  this  household  work  part-time?  

34.  How  many  people  in  this  household  work  full-time?  

35.  How  many  people  in  this  household  work  more  than  one  job? 

2 full-time  jobs  2 part-time  jobs  1 full  and  1 part-time 


. 

36.  What  is  the  location  of  their  employment? 

( ) Fairmont  ( ) Robeson  County 

( ) Lumberton  ( ) Other  (specify)  

37.  How  many  people  (18  years  and  older)  are  unemployed? 

38.  What  is  your  total  household  income? 

( ) Less  than  $2,000  ( ) $ 8,001  - 10,000 

( ) $2,001  - 3,000  ( ) 10,001  - 15,000 

( ) 3,001  - 6,000  ( ) 15,001  or  more 

( ) 6,001  - 8,000  ( ) Don't  know/won't  answer 

39.  Does  your  household  income  include  any  of  the  following? 

( ) Old  age  assistance  ( ) Aid  to  dependent  children 

( ) Veterans  pension  ( ) Private  retirement 

( ) Social  security  ( ) Other  (specify) 


D.  Remarks: 


